AYYAPPAN 

With Shiva and Vishnu as parents, a child's life is bound to be 
unusual. Ayyappan's coura^ is unlimited and his wisdom 
unmatched. Vicious tigresses fall under his spell just as avenging 
demons succumb to his divine strength. Only power^crazed human 
beings are foolish enough to try to destroy this extraordinary lad. 
But, as he ascends to his rightful place as the god of Shabarimala, 
the glow of Ayyappan's compassion makes even earthly riches 
lose their glitter. 
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'Amor Ch/fro Kathos are a ghrious tribute to India's rich cultural heritage These books 
htrre been an integral part of my children's early years, as they have been for many 
other families across India Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat 
ing reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots “ 

• NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 



THE LORD OF SHABARIMALA 














































































KIN(b THE WEALTHY R.ULER. OF 

PANTHALAM , IN KEPALA,HAD NO CHILDREN. 



O THAT HE WERE 
BLE55ED WITH A 


IF THERE 15 NO HEIR 
TO THE THRONE, 

WHftT WILL BECOME 
OF U5 WHEN OUR A 
ICIN6 DIES? ^ 


^ YES. A SON 
AS PIOUS AND 


Hie mBmoue diwan, hcowever. , 

WAe HAPPV. 



AS LON© AS THERE 
IS NO HEIR TO THE 
THRONE, WHEN 
RAJA5HEKHARA 
DIES HIS 

KINSDOM WILL 
CERTAINLY 
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amarchitra KAIHA 


YOU ARE right / 

QUEEN. LET U5 
6E0IN pRaviNe 

w TODAY. 


y /95 f^ND Hie> 

e^T T/iLKJN& 


let U 6 PR/^Y To 
lord 5HIVA 

) f=OR A £ON. 

I f\N\ 6URE HE 
li^WILL BLE55 

L^U5 with 

ONE. 


ALA6 I WHO WILL 
RULE THE ICIN600M 
AFTER /VIE ? ^ 



FROtA THAT DfiN 
RfkJhF^HEKHBRf) 
f)ND HfF> \NIFE 
PRaVED , 

FERVENny TO 
LORD SHm 
FOR ft SON, 




A1E/J/YIVA/Z.E. FftR 
ftWfty, THE EVIL 
fAftHI5HftSUR/i 


SEVERE PENftNCES 
FO OBTftlN ft 
&OON FRON\ 
lord ftRJftHN\ft 
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AYYAPPAN 



ftT LftOTy LORD BRftHMft ftPPEftRED BEFORE H//V). 


OU HAVE PLEASED 
/V\E /V\AHI5HA6URA. 
WHAT BOON 
DO YOU SEEK? 




HA I HA I NOW I A/V\ THE 
AAOST POWERFUL 
ONE ON EARTH. 
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O DEVA5, 
5f\VE U&! 


amar chitra katha 


smxxNeo ey the boon, mHisHf miuft bb^n bll on Eftnm 


)S 




RUN 


THE DEy/i3 HELD COUNCIL 


THEN LET 
US ZMOKE 
ONE WITH 
OUR 

COMBINED 

POWERS. 





I 



AYYAPPAN 



no OOON ao THE WOAA/)N aPPEBRED BEFORE 
THEM -' 



DEVI 1 <30 TO E/^RTH 
AND DESTROY 
THE EVIL 
MAHISHASURA. 


LaueHiNe acL the while y cHaNonca 

DE\a DESCENDED ON EaRTH. THE WHOLE 
WORLD OHOOR WrTH THE FORCE. 
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amar chitra katha 


eUT HE,TOO, ky/)5 NO fV\hTCH FOR. HER 
FIND W/re E>OON SLFJN. 


...BND 

hTTFlCKEO 

HER. 


TH/^T 
\NOH\m 
HAS 60 
TOO FAR. 

I SHALL 

DESTROY 

HER- 


ayyappan 


/V\/\H/3HF3URfl fVAS MFD IN/TH PjNeER. HE FFPROFCHED 
CMFINDIKfl DEV! FIERCELy ...r - 




























































































































AfMR CHITR A KATHA 

WHEN , THE WIFE OF 

her , NMEEION I I N\HHISHF5i4RH ,LEFlRNT OF HE 

aimOIKfi DEV! PI5CEN DED TO HEftVt ■ J DEATH- 

I SHALL TEACH 
THE PEVA£> 

A LE350N.it 
WA5 THEV 
WHO INVOKED 
the DEVI. 


HShHISHI UNDERTOOK f) DEEP PENFNCE 
TO PROPITIFITE LORD dRfiHN\h.HE 
hPPEBRED BEFORE HER. p- 


THAT I SHOULD 
NOT H\EET MY 
DEATH AT THE 
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BRPHm ORPNTED HER THE 
BOON PND VANISHED. 




AYYAPPAN 



TO WHOM WILL YOU TURN NON? 
SHIVA AND VISHNU ARE 

POWERLESS ,-- 

ASAINST ME. / /)(>(\ 


MPHISHI BESPN 
TPUNT!NO THE 
OEVPS. I-1 



SHIVA WATCHED AND HEARD ALL . 



HE WENT TO VTSHNU WHO WAS THE 
FORM OF MOHINt^ THE ENCHANTRESS. 


WE MUST CREATE 

A SON WHO 
WILL DESTROY 
MAHI5HI. 



MY DEVOTEES - 
RAJASHEKHARA 
AND HIS QUEEN 
THEY LON0 FCH 
. A CHILD. 


I WILL TAKE 
HIM THERE 
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amar chitra katha 



NiEmmitLE ,ON EPiRiTti, RAJPbHEKHPRh Wfib OUT HUNTING} WITH H/E? RETINUE. 



AFTER A VRiNey DfN ^HILE THE PARTY 
RELAXED ON THE BANKEy 
OF THE RJVER PAmPA... 



..RAJA5HEKHARA WANDERED OFF 

alone. 
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AYYAPPAN 



A BABV"3 
RY?HERH? 


WAIL 



CAtAE 


RAUA3HEKHARA WALKED IN THE DIRECTION FROWJ WHICH THE 
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WH/^T SHOULD 
I CO? SHOULD 
I H\rV\ HCWIE 
OR SHOULD I 
I LEAVE Hl/Vl 
^ HERE ? 


DO NOT 
HESITATE, 

O rciN0,TAKE 
HIM HOME. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


Cm 




■J^ 






mULE HE DEBATED WITH HIMSELF /) 
BRPiHmW SUDDENLY T)PPEf)R£D BEFOf^ 
HIM. 




BUT 
WHO 
IS HE? 






THEN WHEN THE SRHHMHN WHS 
HBOUT TO LEhVE- 


WAIT! WHAT 
SHALL I 
CALL HIM*? 


CALL HIM MANIICANTHAN, 
AFTER THE OOLD 
BELL WHICH HANGS 
ROUND HIS NECK. 


AYYAPPAN 


RMhSHEKHhRB TOOK MhNIKBNViHN 
HOME TO HIS QUEEN. 



BUT R/)JBSHEKHhRB^S DIWSN DlDN*T 
THINK 



mNIKHNTHflN SOON SKEW UP INTO 
B STRONO YOUNO LHD. 



HE WHS PLHCEO UNDER THE SUIpHNCE 
OE HN EXCELLENT SURU HND SOON 
MHSTEREO HLL THERE WHS TO LEHRN.\ 














































































































































THE VME 

the (bURU KNEW THHT HE WES 


WERE OE 
E DfVtNE 
CHILD. 


ACCEPT MV 6URU 


I>\C6HlhA 


FROM>OU 
I WANT 
C0MRA55ION 
NOT THESE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


fMNIK/lNTHHN BLESSED THE BOV. 


THEY ARE HIS 


then the BURU BROUBHT HfS BLIND 
AND MUTE SON BEFORE MENIKHNTHHN. 


THE eURU^S SON SEW LieHT. 


FATHER* I HAVE BEEN 
0IVEN A NEW 

I IFF I 



OUR FUTURE 15 
ASSURED. HE WILL 
SUCCEED THE 

KIN©. yd 


I HAVE NEVER 
SEEN SUCH A 
OlFTED BOY. 


/iFTER THIS FIRST M/RECLE MhNiKENTHEN PERFORMED A/mV 
MORE. THE NEWS SPREBD. 


V-. 




\t 4 OtWBN, WHO OVERHEhRO 


co/m ENTS 


^’THE TRAPtTIONAL JRIBUTE 6t\JBN 0y A DISCIPLE TO HIS TEACHER 


AYYAPPAN 


...SOTREBLLy WORRIED. 



I MUST ©ET 
RID OF THE 
BOV SCW^E- 
HOW. 


BND THEN THE UNFORESEEN HBPPENEO. 
THE QUEEN <bBVE BIRTH TO B SON. 



alas I WHY WERE 
YOU NOT BORN 
EARLIER? NOW YOU 
WILL NEVER 
BECOME KIN©. A 
UNLESS... 


mm 








B FEW OBYS LBTER HE WENT TO THE 

-^ 

/V\ANI KAN THAN WILL 

SOON BE TWELVE 
YEARS OLD.HE WILL 
THEN BE CROWNED 
HEIR APPARENT. 








































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



WHAT CAN 
I DO? 

I AM 

HELPLE&5 


WITH THAT,NmiR 
OWN 50N WILL 
L05E ALL CHANCES 
OF EVER BECOMING 
. THE RULER. 



WILLVOU DO 
AS I TELL YOU ? 
FOR THE SARE 
OF YOUR 
OWN SON ? j 


> 


I WILL.FOR MY 
SON I WILL CO 
ANYTHIN0. 



then PRETEND 
TO HAVE A 
SEVERE 
HEADACHE. 
LEAVE THE 

rest to me. 



7?i£ DIWnN THEN WENT TO THE 
COURT PHVeicmN. 


DO AS I TELL 
YOU AND YOU 
WILL BE WELL 
REWARDED. 
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AYYAPPAN 



THE QUEEN HAS A 
SEVERE HEADACHE. 
YOU WILL PRESCRIBE 
TIORESS’S Ml Lie AS 
THE ONLY REMEDY. 




JU5T THEN f) 
H\Ee>e>ENC)ER 
CPiN\E TO THE 

Pii^eiaaN. 


THE QUEEN IS IN 
AGONY.THE KING 
HAS ASKED YOU TO 
EXAMINE HER IM/V\EDIATELY. 



THE 

ONLY REMEDY FOR 
.THIS AILMENT IS 
m. TIGRESS’S MILK, 


f\FTER THE 

AYVS/C/A/V 

HhD 

EX^PW)IN£D 

THE 

QUEEN— 


WHAT IS THE 
QUICKEST 
remedy ? I CAN 
NOT BEAR TO 
SEE MY QUEEN 
IN PAIN. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



TI0RE65’6 /V\IL»C? 
BUT HOW f\RE 
WE TO 6ET IT ? 


T^E >CW(5 fi&HhST. 


r THE ION(b THOUCHT /^BOUT IT FOR B WHILE BNO 
^ THEN e>ENT FOR HI5 CHWhN. 

6END f\e> /W^NV /V\EN hb P065l6LEj J|LA|||| 
IMTO THE' FOREST IN SE/^RCH OF /a 
TIGRESS’S miLR.THE ONE WHO ^ 

V BR1N0S iTSH^LL s;>1 

HAVE HALF MY r^MA I'^jL 

V KINGDOM. J BTf}, 


M/I/VY MEW WENT BUT ALL RETURNED 
- UNS?UCCEe3FUL. \ - 


WE SAW A 
NUMBER OF 
TI6ERS. BUT 




ii: \ 

m 




AYYAPPAN 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




THE. fleCJRB /^N TV . 


HOW PARE HE, 
WITHOUT mv 
PERMISSION! 

i’ll destroy 

HIM. 


fV\fihfl5HI WENT * 
UP TO 

mNK/iN THf)N 
PiND hTThd^EO 

hm. 


COME,MAHISHI. 
AAV EARTHLY 
MISSION 
IS ABOUT 
TO 6E 

fulfilled. 


THERE IS A 
BOY ROAAMN6 
IN CXIR 
FORESTS. 


‘ fib HE WfiNOERED DEEPER BND DEEPER 
MPIUDHI, WHO LIVED IN THPT FOREST 


INTO IT HE CP/y^E TO THE DOIVtPIN OF 


WHO IS THIS CREATURE 
WHO DARES TO TRESPASS 
ON OUR FOREST ? I MUST 
TELL MV MISTRESS. 














V 




s • 


AYYAPPAN 




fAHNIKPiFTHfiM SOON 
KILLED mHlSHT 


PS mPNIKPNTHPN CONTINUED HIS 
SEPPCH FOR P TKSRESS, INDRP , KINS 
OF THE DEVPS^PPPEPRED BEFORE HW\, 



^ I SHALL TAKE THE 
FORM OF A TIORESS 
AND COME WITH YOU 

INTO THE CITY AS 
YOUR MOUNT. 



if 

* * 5 fr> y/^f gfi 








fCl \\jEw 


THE DEVPS WHO HAD PCCOMPPNIED 
INORP PLSO TURNED THEMSELVES 
INTO TKdRESSES. 

WE WILL 
FOLLOW YOU 
INTO THE 
CITY. 
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ANIAR CHilRA KAT HA 


me OTY cys Hie TERRIFyiNe mount followed 

TERRtFyil^ REEfWE- 



ONE OF THE anZENE RBN TO 




THE tCINe, WHO RUeMED OUT TO 
EEE TMtO UNueUHL E/eHT, 
STUNNED. 


fmN\KmmhN 
16 TWEL\/E 
TODAY. TODAY 
I WILL KNOW 
WHO HE 16. 
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AYYAPPAN 




PLEA6E 
6END THE 
TieRE56E6 
AWAY, 
/V^ANIKAINTHAIN 
/V\Y PEOPLE 
TERROR- 
STRICKEN . 


RHJHSHEKHHRH R/)N forward PiND FELL FTT 
MFNIKfINTHFN's FEET. 


mNKFNTHHN SHMLED^ hND THE 
TKdRESEES VFNIOHED. 


A6 SOON A6 YOU 
LEFT,THE QUEEN 
RECOVERED. 

I BEC/W)E 
































































































































































amar chitra katha 


AMD NOW 
I MU6T 
LEAVE 
THIS) 

WORLD. 


: SHALL PUMISH 
THEM FOR 
THIS. ^ 


r ' SPARE 
THEM.THEY 
HASTENED MY 
MISSION OF 

L SLAYIN6 
MAHISHI. 


LORD, A LAST REQUEST. 
SHOW ME THE PLACE IN 
MY ICIMODOm WHERE 
I MAY BUILD A TEMPLE 
FOR YOU. ^ 


I AM PLEASED. 

I BUILD. IT 
WHERE THIS 
ARROW I SHOOT 
FALLS. 


YOU MAY OBSERVE 
THE PATH OF THE 
ARROW. ^ 


T . t. “ 

^ * 
.A* 
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__ _ _W YAP PAN 

the. fell THE SU/Y]fV)IT QF THE tjif / 


mNficmTHhN vnNieHED f)ISD THE 
I^IN<b dEeHN HIE> TREK TO THE 
MOUNTAIN TOP. I- 


IT IS SO 
HI6H... 
IMPOSSIBLE 




let THERE 

BE JUST 
EI6HTEEN 
STEPS LEADING 
TO THE TEMPLE 
AT THE EASTERN 
0ATE. 
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^ f j 

f P 



































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




/■»' 




HE 5TOOD THER.E^ Da ZED 
WON DERINQ WHERE TO BE<blN— 


I SHALL SEIND 
VISHWAKARMA 


UNDER THE OUIDHNCE OF VISHWaKFRm, ^ 

THE DIVINE HRCHITECT... i-—-1 
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•THE AHaONIFICENT TEMPLE W/B 
CO/V)PLETED. I —-- 


THROUGH THE LORD’S 
6RACE IT HAS RISEN - 
N06LE AND 

lAAPOSING. ^ 


ayyappan 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





AYYAPPAN 



YOU /^RF. NO ORDIN/^R'Y 5CULPTOR . TEL L 
^ fV\E THE TRUTH .WHO /IRE YOU ? 


PhR.he?HUR.f)N)f) 
tub OWN FOR.M. i - 


TODAY, THE VPN Of 
N\f\Kf\RI\ 6ANKR/^NTI,I6 ' 
AU6PICIOU5.I SHALL INSTALL 
THE IDOL STR/\I6HT/WAY. > 


I m RARASHURA/VIA 
I HAVE ALREADY 
FASHIONED THE 
IDOL. 


.,hND THU5 IT WDb ThBT 
the IMPOE OF/iyy/iPPfi, 
/js rmNiKjhNTHm ctw)e 
TO BE POPULBRiy 
KNONN, wm bflNCTIFlE. 





















































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


Mt'armrf/L£ me wicked oiwhN whs 

f)f=FLiCTED ey AN INCURJ^6LE 


I HAVE &INNED. 
WILL I EVER. 
eeCLEANEiED? 




ONE N\6HT ME HUD /> DRjEEM 


CCWIE TO MV TEMPLE 
OfS THE 6HA8ARI HILL 
BUT EMTER ONLV 
AFTER- CLEAN6IM6 
VOUR&ELF IN THE A 
V PAMPA* y\\ 



THE 


DiWfVy WfiDTED NO VN\E. THE NEXT mORNlNe ME eET OUT FOR. THE FTiMPH 


I HAVE COME TD WA6H 
AWAY MV 6IN5) IN 
REAAOR5E jHOLV 
. MOTHER.5flVE ME. . 














. 










JS-’ 




RfVER 


EtfMD TO BE enlivened BY THE 5PIRJT OF 3HBBFRL THE DEVOTEE OF 
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THE DtWhN cmE OUT OF THE WftTER 
(bLOWINO WITH 

HEALTH - I \ CLCANe>ED. 


THE HOLY MOTHER 

HA5 BEEN 
MERCIFUL. 


ayyappan 



WHEN HE REACHED THE 
E>ANCTUIV) eANCTORUmy 
OVERCOME By EAAOVON HE 
FELL AT THE FEET OF THE IDOL 


OWAMIVE 

OHARANAM 

avvappa! 




w • • 






OEAYYAFFA, 


} . 
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